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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Middle Schools 2018  
 

YEAR 7 ENGLISH TIME: 2 hours    
 

Name: _____________________________________ Class: _______________ 

 
 

Oral Assessment Listening Comprehension Written Paper Total 

    

 

SECTION A: LANGUAGE                       15 marks 

 
A. Complete the text with the correct comparative or superlative form of 

the adjective in brackets. The first one (0) has been done for you.                                        

                                                                                                         5 marks 

 

London is one of the (0) largest (large) cities in the world. Its population is                                             

(1) _______________ (low) than Tokyo’s, but it is one of the                                                

(2) _______________ (popular) tourist destinations of all. London is probably                                     

(3) _______________ (famous) than other cities for its museums, galleries, 

palaces and other sights. London boasts the (4) _______________ (big) theatre 

audience of any city in the world. It also includes a                                                 

(5) _______________ (wide) range of peoples, cultures and religions than many 

other places. People used to say that it was the (6) _______________ (dirty) city 

too, but is now much (7) _______________ (clean) than it used to be. To the 

surprise of many people, it now has some of the  (8) _______________ (stylish) 

restaurants in Europe too. For some people, this makes London the                              

(9) _______________ (exciting) city in Europe. Unfortunately, London is one of 

the (10) (expensive) _______________  European cities, though a holiday in 

London is good value for money, considering what there is to see and do.  

 

LEVEL 
  

6 - 7 
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B. Kate is chatting online with her friend, Jake, who wants to know all 

about her weekend. Continue the chat by inserting a word to complete 

the question. The first one (0) has been done for you.               5 marks                                                                                  

                                                                                              

Jake: 

Kate: 

Jake: 

Kate: 

Jake: 

Kate: 

Jake: 

Kate: 

Jake: 

Kate: 

Jake: 

Kate: 

(0)  Where  did you go last Saturday? 

I went to the cinema. 

(1) _______________ did you go with? 

My best friend Julia came with me. 

(2) _______________ film did you decide to watch? 

We decided to watch the film Beauty and the Beast. 

(3) At _______________ time did the film start? 

The film started at eight o’clock sharp. 

(4) _______________ long was the film? 

The film was two hours long. 

(5) _______________ you like it? 

Yes, we did! 

 

C. Read the following and fill in the blanks with the correct form of the 

verb in brackets. The first one (0) has been done for you.           5 marks                                        

                                                                                                    

Unfortunately, when Kate's big day (0) arrived (arrive), things went disastrously 

wrong at first. As soon as she stepped out of the front door, she realised it                    

(1) ________________ (rain) heavily and the traffic was so dense that she               

(2) ________________ (arrive) ten minutes late for her interview! To top it all 

off, while she (3) ________________ (cross) the road to reach the office, a 

passing bus (4) ________________ (drive) right past her and splashed her with 

water. She (5) ________________ (be) soaked through and she could not go 

back home to change as she (6) ________________ (not want) to be very late 

and give a bad impression. Therefore, she went straight to the reception desk.  

“Good morning! Mr Jones (7) ________________ (expect) me,” she told the 

receptionist. 
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“Good morning! He (8) ________________ (happen) to be out of his office at 

the moment but he (9) ________________ (be) with you shortly,” the 

receptionist informed Kate warmly. (10) “________________ you 

________________ (want) me to get you a cup of coffee in the meantime?” 

“Yes, please! That’s very kind of you.” 

 

 

SECTION B – READING COMPREHENSION                                   20 MARKS 
  

Read the texts which are on a separate sheet, and then answer the questions below. 

Questions on Text 1 

1. Underline the correct answer. This passage is most likely taken from… (1 mark) 

a. a ghost story. 

b. an article about a new book about ghosts. 

c. a biography of a person who lived in a haunted house. 

2. State whether these sentences about the text are true (T) or false (F).                                             

                                                                                                    (2 marks) 

 

a. Borley Rectory was famous for its ghosts. ________ 

b. Mayerling lived in the house for 30 years.  ________ 

c. The people who believed in the haunting included authors ________ 

and science experts. 

d. Today, Borley Rectory is used by ghost believers as evidence ________ 

that ghosts exist.   

   

     

3. According to Mayerling, was there any truth to the ghost stories surrounding 

Borley Rectory?                                                                                 (1 mark) 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

  

4. Can you visit Borley Rectory today? Why so?                                        (1 mark) 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

  

5. Why is the word ‘hauntings’ in line 2 in inverted commas?                     (1 mark) 

 ________________________________________________________________ 
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6. From lines 10 to 16, which phrase shows how important Harry Price’s book was 

for people who believed in ghosts?                                                      (1 mark) 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

  

7. Why did Louis Mayerling write a book about the Borley Rectory pranks?  

                                                                                                               (1 mark) 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. In your own words, explain how the magic piano trick was created by the 

inhabitants of the house.                                                                   (2 marks) 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Name one other trick mentioned in the passage.                                   (1 mark) 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Find a phrase from the first paragraph which shows us that Amelia Hill does not 

believe in the hauntings, too.                                                        (1 mark) 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What do the following words refer to?                                           (1½ marks) 

a. which (line 6)       ______________________________________________ 

b. he (line 19)         ______________________________________________ 

c. they (line 25)  ______________________________________________ 

 

12. Find words in the passage between lines 1 and 12 which match these         

meanings:                                                                                    (1½ marks) 

a. wonder     _______________________________________________ 

b. strengthened  ________________________________________________ 

c. talked about  ________________________________________________ 
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Questions on Text 2 

 

13. Look at this website selling a book about Borley Rectory. Answer the questions.                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                              (5 marks)   

                 

a. What rating does the book have?  ________________________ 

b.  Why would you buy this book from this site?  ________________________ 

c.  Does this book have any pictures? ________________________ 

d.  When was the book published?  ________________________ 

e.  What is the cost of shipping?  ________________________ 

                                         

SECTION C – LITERATURE                                                                    20 MARKS  

 
Part I: Poetry – Unprepared Text  
Read the poem and answer all the questions that follow.                   10 marks 

                                          
 

‘GEOGRAPHY LESSON’ by Brian Patten 

 
 
 

 
 

 
5 

 
 
 

 
 

10 
 
 

 
 

 
15 
 

 
 

 
 
20 

 

Our teacher told us one day he would leave 
And sail across a warm blue sea 

To places he had only known from maps, 
And all his life had longed to be. 

 
The house he lived in was narrow and grey 

But in his mind's eye he could see 
Sweet-scented jasmine clinging to the walls, 
And green leaves burning on an orange tree. 

 
He spoke of the lands he longed to visit, 

Where it was never drab or cold. 
I couldn't understand why he never left, 
And shook off the school's stranglehold. 

 
Then halfway through his final term 

He took ill and never returned, 
And he never got to that place on the map 
Where the green leaves of the orange trees burned. 

 
The maps were redrawn on the classroom wall; 

His name was forgotten, it faded away. 
But a lesson he never knew he taught 
Is with me to this day. 

 
I travel to where the green leaves burn 

To where the ocean's glass-clear and blue, 
To all those places my teacher taught me to love 
But which he never knew. 
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1. What had the speaker’s teacher wished to do?  (1 mark) 

   

   
2. What couldn’t the speaker understand about his teacher?               (1 mark) 

   

   
3. Underline the correct answer.  

                               

 (1 mark) 

a. ‘his mind’s eye’ (line 6) is an example of   

i) a metaphor.   
ii) a simile.   

iii) alliteration.    
   
b. ‘I travel to where the green leaves burn’ (line 21) means  (1 mark) 

i) He travels to countries where it is cold.   
ii) He travels to countries where it is hot.   

iii) He travels to countries where the countryside is very green.    
 
 

4 Underline the two words that describe the teacher’s home.  (1 mark) 
a. narrow d. faded  

b. warm e. forgotten   
c.  sweet-scented f. grey  
    

5. What is the rhyme scheme of the first stanza? (1 mark) 
   

   

6.  List FOUR colourful or natural things associated with the lands that 
the teacher wanted to visit.                  

 
(2 marks) 

 
 1.   3.  

 2.   4.  

   
7. What lesson did the speaker learn from his teacher? (1 mark) 
   

   
8.  Do you feel pity for the teacher? Give a reason for your answer. (1 mark) 
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Part II: Prose – Unprepared Text  

Read the following passage and answer all the questions below.   10 marks                                          
 
 

 
 

5 
 
 

 
 

10 
 

 
 
 

15 
 

 
 
 

20 
 

 
 
 

25 
 

 
 
 

 
30 

On the very first morning after our arrival, 
the chambermaid was making my bed when one of 

my mice poked its head out from under the sheets. 
The maid let out a shriek that brought a dozen 

people running to see who was being murdered.  
I was reported to the Manager whose name 

was Mr Stringer. There followed an unpleasant 

scene in the Manager's office with the Manager, my 
grandmother and me.  

"I cannot permit mice in my hotel, madam," 
he said to my grandmother.  

"How dare you say that when your rotten 
hotel is full of rats anyway!" my grandmother cried.  

"Rats!" cried Mr Stringer, going purple in the face. "There are no rats in 

this hotel!"  
"I saw one this very morning," my grandmother said. "It was running 

down the corridor into the kitchen!" 
"That is not true!" cried Mr Stringer. 
 "You had better get the rat-catcher in at once," my grandmother said, 

"before I report you to the Public Health Authorities. I expect there's rats 
scuttling all over the kitchen floor and stealing the food off the shelves and 

jumping in and out of the soup!"  
"You are not being serious, madam," Mr Stringer said.  
"I was never more serious in my life," my grandmother said.  

"Are you or are you not going to allow my grandson to keep his white 
mice in his room?"  

The Manager knew when he was beaten. "I will permit him to keep them 
in his room as long as they are never allowed out of the cage. How's that?"  

"That will suit us very well," my grandmother said, and she stood up and 

marched out of the room with me behind her. 
Adapted from ‘The Witches’ by Roald Dahl  

 

In Questions 1-5 underline the correct answer.                             
 

1. The passage is taken from:                                                                               (½ mark) 

a. a newspaper article.  
b. a diary. 

c. a novel. 
d. a play. 
  

2. The conversation between Mr Stringer and grandmother takes place in            
                                                                                                    (½ mark) 

a. the kitchen. 
b. the chambermaid’s room. 
c. the narrator’s room. 

d. Mr Stringer’s office.  
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3. The chambermaid shrieked when she was making the narrator’s bed  

because she                                                                                    (1 mark)                                                                                             
a. saw rats in the kitchen.  

b. saw rats in the corridor. 
c. saw a mouse under the sheets.  

d. saw a mouse poke its head from under the sheets. 
  
4. Twelve people came out to see what happened because                     (1 mark) 

a. they saw a mouse. 
b. they heard a loud scream. 

c. they knew there was an accident.  
d. the narrator was hurt.  
  

5. The scene in the Manager’s office is described as ‘unpleasant’ because  
                                                                                                     (1 mark) 

a. there were rats in his office. 
b. of the Public Health Authorities.  
c. there was an argument between grandmother and the manager. 

d. grandmother and the manager were angry with the narrator.  
  

6a. Describe how Mr Stringer reacts when he is told that his ‘rotten hotel is full of 

rats’ (l.13).                                                                                     (1 mark)                                                                                                

  

  

6b.  Quote a sentence to show that Mr Stringer does not accept the idea that a rat 

could have been running into the kitchen.                                         (1 mark)                                               

  

  

7. Grandmother said that she saw a rat in the hotel. In your opinion is she saying 

the truth? Give a reason for your answer.                                        (2 marks)       

  

  

  

8. "I expect there's rats scuttling all over the kitchen floor and stealing the food 
off the shelves and jumping in and out of the soup!" Why does grandmother 

give so many details?                                                                      (1 mark)                                                                                        
  

  

  
9. ‘The Manager knew when he was beaten’. Tick () TWO points that allowed 

Grandmother to win the argument with the Manager.                         (1 mark) 

  
a. She banged on the table.  
b.  She threatens to report the Manager.  

c. She argues that it is unfair not to allow her grandson keep mice.  
d. She uses witnesses.  
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SECTION D – COMPOSITION                               25 MARKS 

Write about 110 and 150 words on ONE of the following. 

 

1. This month your school is dedicating its edition of the school magazine to 

friendship. Submit your short story about friendship for your school magazine.  

 

2. Your cousin John has written to you recently saying that he has a lot of free 

time. Write a letter telling him about a new hobby of yours and also give him 

ideas of how he can keep himself busy. Your address is 24, Main Gate Street, 

Mosta MST2323. 

 

3. You form part of a team who updates your school’s website on matters related to 

media. Write a review of a television programme you have watched recently. You 

can write what it was about, why you enjoyed watching it, if it was funny or 

entertaining and which part you found the most exciting. 

 

Composition no: ________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 


